
Steady Buckets
A Non-Profit Organization

“This is the type of program that supports children on a life path 
that could include future CEOs, professional basketball players and 

MAYBE even the President of the United States.”

— Bernard King, NBA Hall of Famer.
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A MESSAGE TO THE STEADY BUCKETS COMMUNITY

Thanks to all our sponsors, our supporters, our coaches, and most importantly our players for making
2016 another special year for Steady Buckets.

Now in our 6th season, Steady Buckets has become a vital community resource: an organization that
prides itself on being accessible to all young players in NYC and aids in building character and
delivering results.

Our approach to coaching is to motivate hard work, stimulate love for the game, and give players the
opportunity to lead within the group. There is nothing more powerful than when young players reach
out of their comfort zones and obtain unexpected achievements.

Steady Buckets receives no government funding. One hundred percent of our annual budget is raised
from fundraising.

In 2017, we expect our membership to climb above 1000 players. To uphold the quality training that
Steady Buckets provides, your support is now more important than ever. Please help us ensure that
we continue to provide the SB experience for the next generation of NYC children.

Sincerely,

Coach Macky Bergman
Program Director
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PROGRAM HISTORY

2010

The concept of Steady Buckets started as a single after-
school activity at a local YMCA on Monday afternoons. 
Word spread quickly about our unique approach to 
youth development through basketball and within a 
year we were offering programming 7 days a week for 
hundreds of NYC kids. 

After years of using outdoor courts and crowded 
recreation center gyms, Steady Buckets found a home 
base. In the fall of 2015, the Clinton School opened its 
brand new building at 10 East 15th Street in Manhattan 
and SB gained access to the state-of-the-art facility 
every Saturday and Sunday from 9am-6pm. The 
increased and improved gym space has allowed us to 
grow exponentially. Also in 2015, we created a girls-only 
group and a special workout for children 6 and under; 
both currently serve over 200 members and remain our 
fastest growing groups. 

Membership as a whole has increased by over 30% in the fall of 2016 alone, 
and Steady Buckets currently serves over 950 players. Meanwhile, our first 
members are succeeding at a higher lever, both on and off the court. Two of 
our original members are playing at Division I and many others are playing 
all levels of NCAA ball around the country. 

In 2016, we launched the Steady Buckets summer camp, offering 
affordable summer programming for our families. Over 300 players 
participated in our first camp, enjoying a unique camp experience at less 
than 50% the cost of comparable local basketball camps. 

Steady Buckets is stronger than 
ever, growing in both the 
number of youth we serve and 
the amount of programing we 
provide. Our continues its 
dedication to provide our 
community the best youth 
sports programming in the city.

2015

Today
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2016 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

2015 2016

471

107

789

245

Enrollment in Steady Buckets 
nearly doubled from 2015 to 

2016. This growth reflects the 
popularity of Steady Buckets and 

the need for free, high quality 
youth programs in NYC.

Our players resided in 128 of New York 

City’s 178 zip codes.

They Include everyone from the casual 
player to the highly motivated and talented 
player who dreams of an NCAA scholarship 
and beyond.

Regardless of their skill level and 
aspirations, all children are welcome to 
participate and be a part of the Steady 
Buckets team. 

In 2016 we defined a successful Steady 
Buckets experience as accomplishing five 
outcomes:

1 Continuous basketball improvement

2 Challenging comfort zones and learning to take risks

3 Working hard

4 Having fun

5 Making new friends

The Numbers:
 Provided 289 days of training in basketball skills and 

physical activity
 Provided 1463 hours of SB programming
 Launched affordable summer camp for 4 weeks for 90 

children each week
 Improved player and family communications through 

website, email, and direct contact
 Procured three practice jump shooting machines for 

home gym at The Clinton School
 Provided instruction on yoga, posture, relaxation and 

meditation
 Increased community participation with programs and 

fundraising
 Held our most successful annual fund raising gala and 

end of year giving campaign
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GOALS FOR 2017

Steady Buckets prides itself on inclusiveness. Our 
goal was, and always will be, keeping the program 

free and open to all NYC children. 

1. Hire and train new adult and teen coaches
and develop a training system to ensure that
our growing staff maintains and promotes
our values.

2. Locate additional gym space

3. Initiate new partnerships and increase our 
outreach in the community



TESTIMONIALS

“What I love about the program, besides
Chauncey becoming a better player, is
how this program feels like one big
family. Chauncey has made good friends
and that’s better to me than any made
basket. Coach Mackey, Coach Jermaine,
Coach Liam and rest of the staff do an
awesome job.”

Dad of Chauncey B.

“I have been coming to Steady Buckets for almost
four years. Through this program I have not only
gained confidence and skill, but I’ve met some of
my best friends. I learned what it means to work
hard and be disciplined. I love basketball, yet
without Steady Buckets I probably wouldn't be
playing it.”

Isabella C.

“I have been going to Steady Buckets since I was
10 years old, and I am currently 13. I go 3 to 5
times a week. Steady Buckets has greatly
benefited me both on and off the court. Through
this program I have gained not only skill, but the
confidence that applies to basketball and my
everyday life. “

Sophia C.

“When I first went to Steady Buckets I was making a lot
of mistakes and I got into a lot of problems with people. I
used to bully people, call them names, and even curse
them. Now when I have a problem with any kids I go to
coach Macky and I snap right out of it. If I didn't go to
Steady Buckets, I would still be bullying other kids and
wouldn't have made much progress. When I first went to
Steady Buckets I was shooting all wrong and I wasn’t
holding my follow through, but now that I do I started
Steady Buckets is why I am better now making more
shots more often.”

Fasil

“Steady Buckets Has provided Michael with basketball
and so much more. First of all, it's a wonderful
environment for children where they play and learn at
the same time. The coaches are patient and
approachable. I feel comfortable brining my nephew
there because I know he is safe and most of all he is
happy! Steady Buckets makes the world a better place.
Michael's behavior in school has improved significantly
and I would like to think that his participation in Steady
Buckets has had a positive affect on him. He is more
focused, respectful and responsible.”

Guardian of Michael S. 
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FINANCIALS

2016

Steady Bucket
operated on
lean budget 

of

$310,000

Virtually all of the funds we raised in 
2016 went directly to programming. 

Our administrative expenses were 
only 6 percent of our total operating 

expenses for the year.

We raised over $60,000 by operating 
an affordable summer camp with 
half day and full day options.
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HOW CAN I GET INVOLVED?

The strength of Steady Buckets is our 
community. Everyone is welcome, so join us 
in making 2017 our most successful year 
yet! 

Ways to help Steady Buckets in 2017:

Supporting Steady Buckets is 
an investment in the future of 

New York City

Tell you friends about Steady Buckets

Come to our Annual Gala Event on May 4th

Donate to our silent auction, and help solicit auction items

Introduce Steady Buckets to corporate sponsors

Donate and ask your company to match your gift
One Two Three Outwork em!
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Board Members

MACKY BERGMAN (FOUNDER/ PROGRAM DIRECTOR)

BARRY WEISS (FOUNDER/ EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR)

BRENDAN MCALLISTER

JEFF MCMILLAN

RAY MIRZA

MJ PEDONE

AMY ROSENBLOOM (TREASURER)

RICHARD ROSENTHAL

BILL SILVERSTEIN

CHRISTI WOOD

WILLIAM WOLFF


